
Slovenia

Issues

● The  right  to  conscientious  objection  is  not 
recognised in times of  war.

● It is unclear whether Slovenia recognises the right 
to  conscientious  objection  for  professional 
soldiers.

Military recruitment

Conscription

According to Article 123 of  the constitution, “participation in the national defence is compulsory for citizens within the  
limits and in the manner provided by law”1.

Slovenia  suspended  conscription  in  2003,  nine  month  earlier  than  originally  planned2.  Conscription  is  only 
suspended in peacetime3. It seems that male Slovenian citizens still are automatically registered for military duty, 
according to the Military Duty Act, and a “familiarisation briefing” is supposed to give information on military 
duties in peacetime and in the immediate threat  of  war. In addition, such a familiarisation briefing includes 
information on the possibility of  voluntary training in the SAF, joining the contract reserve component, and of  a 
career path in the SAF. According to the report of  the Ministry of  Defence, in 2005 “out of  a total 12,720 
candidates born in 1987, 10,353, or 81.4 percent showed up for the familiarisation briefing; the rest of  them were notified by  
mail”4.

Professional soldiers

Slovenia expects to have a professional force of  up to 8,500 men by 20105. As part of  its recruitment efforts, the 
Slovenian Armed Forces offer a three-month voluntary military service for men and women, which is available 
since January 20046.

Conscientious objection

Conscientious objection for conscripts

Article 46 of  the constitution of  the Republic of  Slovenia guarantees the right to conscientious objection. It 
reads: “Conscientious objection shall be permissible in cases provided by law where this does not limit the rights and freedoms of  
others.”7

Article 123 paragraph 2 of  the constitution says: “Citizens who for their religious, philosophical or humanitarian convictions  
are  not  willing  to  perform military  duties,  must  be given the opportunity  to participate  in  the national defence  in  some other  
manner.”8

As conscription is presently suspended, the right to conscientious objection for conscripts is only relevant in case 
conscription would again be enforced. 
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The right to conscientious objection was legally recognised since Slovenia became an independent country in 
1992. Since 1995 the length of  substitute service was in fact the same as military service (7 months). Slovenia 
was thus one of  the few European countries where substitute service and military service had the same duration. 
Slovenian CO legislation was liberal in other respects as well, as there were no time limits for submitting CO 
applications and applications could be made by both serving conscripts and reservists9. However, there are no 
separate legal provisions on the right to conscientious objection in wartime10.

Conscientious objection for professional soldiers

It is not clear if  there are legal provisions for conscientious objection for professional soldiers.  The constitution 
does not limit the right to conscientious objection  to conscripts only. A study published by the Council of 
Europe in 2001 suggests that professional soldiers may apply for CO status11. No further information is available 
and it remains unclear if  there is an application procedure for professional soldiers who wish to be discharged 
from the armed forces for reasons of  conscientious objection.

When conscription  was  enforced,  the  right  to  conscientious  objection was  legally  regulated by  the  Military 
Service Act. This law actually only applied to conscripts so it provides no legal basis for the recognition of  the 
right to conscientious objection for professional soldiers.

The rules for leaving the Armed Forces prematurely are presently not known.

Draft evasion and desertion

No information available.
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government.
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