Militarism and militarization in lgbt*/queer movements, and challenges for queer antimilitarists and antimilitarist queers...
(examples from mainly Sweden and Croatia, that I think can be more or less applied to other western or eastern european countries)
Militarism and militarization in/of lgbt* movement

Croatia  - military/police supposed to protect:
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Split pride 2013

· heavy presence of police at pride parades (when they are allowed) →

legitimizing and normalizing police/military presence in the public sphere and as the (only) solution to violence against lgbt* people

· this is also used as a way of controlling lgbt* movement – the authorities can allow or forbid parades saying they can/cannot provide enough police/military 

· police ”protecting” the parade is actually not true – 2 years ago in Split when the parade was attacked they did nothing except protecting themselves (according to people who were there)

Sweden - Pinkwashing and recruitment:
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Stockholm Pride 2011

military's banner saying: ”openness – part of our reality” 

speech bubble saying: ”here I'm walking defending my human rights while my job is about violating other people's human rights”
· "gay police” and ”lgbt military” walking as a part of the parade – in the case of the military in combat uniform and with recritment slogans on their van
· military is using the whole pride week including the parade for recruitment, having banners for officer school with slogan ”hard to get in, easy to come out”

· this is a way of pinkwashing military's activites – promoting them as a open and nice workplace is turning the focus away from what they really do, and this is also normalizing the military as a ”regular workplace”

· in the case of the police, it's turning attention away from racial profiling, police violence, police deporting refugees, etc etc

· in 2011 Ofog did some actions against the military's presence at Pride (marching beside them with speech bubbles and also a die-in at their recruitment tent in the Pride park), the action with speech bubbles was seen as attacking lgbt* people
· Both these examples also leads to exclusion of people with traumas from military and police, and undocumented migrants who are afraid of police, to participate in parade and festival 
Militarization and policing seen as achievement 
· when the state provides lot of police for the parade and thus allows it to happen it's seen as a good thing
· in the case of hate crime legislation policing is also seen as an achievement for lgbt* people, but what it really does is feeding the prison industrial complex which already targets and hurts the most vulnerable groups in society – including trans and queer people (what hate crime legislation also does is individualizing structural oppression and creates false sense of security)

Militarization/militarism in radical queer movement
in more radical queer groups opposed to military and police (and taking part in protests against their presence at pride) I can see some other signs of militarism:
· the using of military symbols (weapons mostly) as symbols of power and radical acting (though these groups are not using violence concretely to reach their goals, they use it in graphics, on banners etc)
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”the day of hetero hate”

the person in the picture is the swedish prime minister

Challenges and topics of discussion: 
· How to use queer theory and practice to understand and to stuggle against militarism

· How to demilitarize the lgbt*-movement and work against pinkwashing 
· Develop queer NVDA training / NVDA training with queer focus
We demand of the lgbt*/queer movement to be antimilitarist but we also need to demand for the antimilitarist to have queer perspective AND to be a safe(r) space for queer people

· What confrontative non violent ways are there to adress violence? (like alternatives of calling the police etc) 

· What would be the nonviolent ways of responding to violence against pride parades? 

· Strategies to show how police/military system/values are incompatible with human rights/lgbt*-rights 

· Making pinkwashing visible

· How to change what is considered cool / confrontative activism?
· Change view on recognition / accomplishment  - society tells us something is taken seriously when it's brought to court/when punishment/sentence is done, when there is legislation against it, like hate speech (related: international laws on weapons etc) – so we need to find other ways taking the problems seriously but not with militarization and policing as the response
