
ANNEX 4:

Articles on the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and on forced labour of 
the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
and of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Article 9:

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom, either alone or in community 
with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief, in worship, teaching, 
practice and observance.
2. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs shall be subject only to such limitations 
as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of public 
safety, for the protection of public order, health or morals, or for the protection of the rights 
and freedoms of others.

Article 4:

1. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude.
2.  No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour. 
3. For the purposes of the article the term “forced or compulsory labour” shall not 
include:
a) …;
b) any service of a military character or, in case of conscientious objectors in countries 
where they are recognised, service exacted instead of compulsory military service;

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Article 18:

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.  This 
right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and 
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.
2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to 
adopt a religion or belief of his choice.
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations 
as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals 
or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

Article 8:

1. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall be 
prohibited.

2. No one shall be held in servitude.
3. (a) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;

(b) …;
(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term "forced or compulsory labour" shall 
not include:
(i)…;
(ii) Any service of a military character and, in countries where conscientious 
objection is recognized, any national service required by law of conscientious 
objectors;


