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War Resisters InternationalWar Resisters International is an organisation that supportsConscientious Objectors and their Right to Refuse to Kill.WRI believe very strongly that the right of concientiousobjection is an undeniable human right and has an equallylong history of promoting non­violent action against thecauses of war.War Resisters' International,5 Caledonian Rd, London N1 9DX, Britainhttp://wri­irg.orgmilitarisationofyouth@wri­irg.org
Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft –Vereinigte KriegsdienstgegnerInnenDFG­VK was formed through the merging of the DeutscheFriedensgesellschaft (German Peace Society), founded in1892, with the Internationale der Kriegsdienstgegner (WarResisters' International – 1968) and the Verband derKriegsdienstverweigerer (Association of ConscientiousObjectors – 1974). Its members view the refusal of allmilitary and non­military services for war as a concreteaction against war. It is the aim of DFG­VK to bring about acomplete end to military violence and soldiering. DFG­VKaims for complete world­wide disarmament and works forthe abolition of the German military. DFG­VK is part of aworld­wide movement for peace, justice, and a decentfuture.
Bertha­von­Suttner FoundationThe Bertha­von­Suttner Foundation works for internationalunderstanding, peace, and international co­operation. Itdoes this work in the tradition of pacifist Bertha von Suttner,who courageously fought against the militarist zeitgeist atthe end of the 19th century, analysed its causes and spokeout against armament and its consequences.The examination of the causes of war, and of ways toabolish the causes of war, ways of disarmament and thedevelopment of alternative, civilian forms of dealing withinter­ and intra­state conflicts is one of the objectives of theBertha­von­Suttner foundation.
Conference and VenueThe conference will be held at a venue in Damstadt (about20mins from Frankfurt) and will run from Friday afternoon onthe 8th June until the Sunday evening of the 10th. Thewhole venue will be booked for the conference providingaccommodation, food, meeting rooms and a relaxedatmosphere. Although there may be some possibility ofsubsidy/funding applicants should expect a cost of about120euros inclusive of all expenses which will be confirmedcloser to the time.

Registration of interest cont...
What work are you doing that is related to the aims ofthis conference?

What are the main strategies or actions you or yourorganisation uses to achieve its goals?

What are some of the highlights of your work thatyou'd like to share? What things does yourorganisation do really well?

What are some of the main challenges you or yourorganisation face?

Countering theMilitarisation ofYouth
International StudyConference
8–10 June 2012
Darmstadt, Germany



•Culture of militarism:Attendees will be encouraged to participate in 'mapping' theglobal militarist culture whilst sharing strategies forchallenging the cultural prevalence of militarism anddiscussing the provision of peaceful or non­violentalternatives.
•Military recruitment strategies:Discussion on current military recruitment strategies willoccur throughout the conference, however contemporaryand emerging trends in recruitment will feature heavily.
•Military in public spaces:Looking at both long­standing and emerging ways in whichthe military encroach on public spaces, developing ananalysis of the situation as it currently stands and sharingresistance strategies.
•Military masculinities:Time will be set aside to look at the ways in which militarismundermines diversity with gender binarism and theincreased recruitment of women and LGBTIQ people
•Military in education:The ways that the military access school age children forexample with cadet/youth programmes or collaborativelywith curricular and extra curricular activities and recent(under) funding of Universities exploited by the military with'tied scholarships'.

Resistance
Within the peace and anti­war movements, there are manydifferent approaches to challenging and resisting thepresence and recruitment tactics of the Armed Forces.
During the conference sharing and exploring strategies forincreased resistance of the militarisation of youth­ both inEurope and beyond­ will take prominence.
Attention will be given to;• Military Out of Schools
• Conscientious objection
• Countering military recruitment
• Veterans For Peace
• Resistance by women and Queer people
• Working with disadvantaged youth to preventrecruitment of vulnerable groups

Militarisation of Youth
“In Europe, and to some degree on a global level, thereare presently two trends which both contribute to anincreased militarisation of youth. The first is the end (or,more exactly, the suspension) of conscription in mostEuropean countries. The second is an increasing“normalisation of war” stemming from the 'war on terrorand the use of military force as a means of politics. Bothtrends reinforce each other in strengthening themilitarisation of youth from an early age­ something weare committed to working against”
The project, which includes an international meetingin Germany, and a post­conference publication,hopes to bringing together activists from all over theworld.
The aim is to foster an ongoing regional and multi­regional network of cooperating anti­militaristorganisations. The overarching objective of theconference is strengthening the work against themilitarisation of youth in Europe (and beyond) byproviding opportunities for people to exchange skillsand experience of working in this field and tocreate/strengthen networks and relationships acrossthe region.
Themes
The militarisation of youth takes many forms. Theproject aims to analyse the different ways youth aremilitarised, and will also look at strategies to resistthe militarisation of youth.
Although we have separated out several differentissues and types of resistance we aim to bring corethemes of analysis to each topic including but notlimited to;
•Class,•Race,•Ethnicity,
•Nationalism and patriotism:Looking at the privileging of the military as a normaland essential part of maintaining and sustaining thenation state. How can the legitimacy of challengingviolence be maintained when it is de­legitimised as athreat to security and presented as destructive tosociety as a whole?

Registration of interest formFilling out and returning the attached Registration ofInterest from will not automatically guarantee you aplace at the 'Countering the Militarisation of YouthConference' it will however mean that we have yourcontact details so that we can communicate with youabout the development of the project and offer you aplace when they become available.
Please tear off and return this form to:War Resisters' International, 5 Caledonian Rd, LondonN1 9DX, Britain, or fax it to: +44­20­7278 0444 — orregister online athttp://wri­irg.org/militarisationofyouth
Who is registering?
Name: ....................................................................
Address:....................................................................

....................................................................
Phone: ....................................................................
Fax: ....................................................................
Email: ....................................................................
Organisation (if any): ................................................
LanguagesEnglish, German, and Spanish are the three seminarlanguages, and simultaneous interpretation will beprovided in plenary session.
The language I am most comfortable with is:
....................................................................................
I can take part in discussions in the followinglanguages:□ English □ Spanish □ German
I am willing to help interpret in workshops:
From the following languages:
.....................................................................................
Into the following languages:
.....................................................................................




